THREE MONTHS OF TENSION, JUNE 28, 1939
I see that Herr Goebbels and his Italian counterpart Signor
Gayda, have been jeering at us because we have not gone to war
with Japan, on account of the insults to which Englishmen and
New Zealanders have been subjected at Tientsin. They say
that this shows we are effete, and that is what Germany and Italy
are being taught to-day. But perhaps thinking men in these
dictator countries, if they are allowed to know the truth, will feel
that we may be keeping what strength we have for someone else.
I am glad that the Government have not been provoked into
taking their eye off the target. These studied insults and affronts
from the Japanese, a nation hitherto renowned for their good
manners, might well have been a trap to lure us away from the
seas, where any major trouble which may arise will be decided.
We ought not to send our fleet to the Far East until we are
sure of our position in the Mediterranean, and probably then it
will not be necessary. I do not believe that Japan, deeply-entangled
in China, nay, bleeding at every pore in China, her strength ebbing
away in a wrongful and impossible task, and with the whole weight
of Russia upon her in the north of China, will wish to make war
upon the British Empire until she sees how matters go in Europe.
Therefore, we should approve both patience and firmness in the
attitude of our Government towards the problem of the Far East.
We all hope'that a full and solid alliance will be made with
Russia without further delay. It would seem that the Russian
claim that we should all stand together in resisting an act of
aggression upon the Baltic States was just and reasonable, and
I trust we shall meet it in the fullest manner. Frankly I don't
understand what we have been boggling at all these weeks. At
the point to which we have come, these additional guarantees
do not add much to our danger. Actually they do not add one
tithe to our danger compared to what will be gained in collective
security by an alliance between England, France and Russia. The
main interests of the Russian State are menaced by Nazidom,
and all those who feel themselves thus threatened can naturally
and confidently pool their resources and share risks.
Lastly and most weighty among the factors which may preserve
the peace of the world there is the intimate comprehension of the
cause of freedom now at stake in Europe which is shown by the
United States. We ask for favours from no nation. Every
country must judge its own interest and duty for itself; but the
understanding, the goodwill and the sympathy of the great republic
is a very real encouragement to us in these months and weeks of
increasing anxiety.